blonde. In fact I
an awful lot of sex
res, you could eall
' you could say I'm
. experience and
instead of expecta~
wriosity.

OWING

tely don't want &
T've got. more 56-
ums with young
| heart pacemakers
ad hot- dinners.”

admits Joanna
i, Purdey in 'the
stirs his glowin,
she were free am

> ¢4 These
ys I rely
experience’

5

‘she’d have me, I'd marry her

like a shot, but it's her brain
Y'm in love with, That girl
is terrifyingly intelligent. If
we hpd to work':in Hong
Kong, I bet .you. she'd turn
oul to speak perfect Chinese,”

Macnee founded The
Avengers when his_first lead-
ing lady, Honor Blackman's
black 'leather pants were -s0
new they squeaked. “Actuslly,
I inventeq-
bit — not t¢ put sex in-the

series, bub so- she . could do

all the judo and physieal stuft
without, " -~ showing her
knickers.” - ’

How does he ‘compare the

four faces, -Tnot ‘to mention .
,_podies, of the Avenger girl?

)

@ Left: Joanna
Lumley . . . “Fm ln,
love with her brq_in.’

Right: Linda
%wrs%n ., = « . Most
highly sexual -and
exciting weman.”.

er blagk leather.

different,

" INTERVIEW _

“1 never 'db," he séid, with
Steed-style gallantry, “ Honor

. was marvellous, and she did

a lot morg for Women's Lib

" than most Deople realise.

“ Refore she came on, pla_y-'-

- ing Cathy. Gale, dressed in

black leather and chucking-
men about, girls-like her were

" treated like dumb- little Eng-

lish blondes. ,
“*She had an identity, and
the power to 0. 2 man,

say :
‘T'm doing this and I'm doing
that; and if- you're not going
to do it,-I'm -throwing you
over my shoulder.’ I honestly
think it made women. watch-
ing at home feel they wanted
to be more -forceful .and
and that . they
woulldi't be trampled on.”

STRENGTH -

After Ms Gale, he stood up,
as best he could, to the storm- .
ing Diana Rigg as FEmma
Peel, “I was in terrible awe
of Diana--still am. One day
theyre going $0 make Di a
Dame for her acting,” he said.

“ She acted s¢ much better
than I did, she made me feel .
like a faulty violin frying to
keep up ‘with an orchestra.

“She was 8o Yorkshire
about everything too. There's "
a great inner strength in
women who come from Leeds.

* When we were working out

" routines, she'd say, ' Oh, come

along, Patrick, there's only -
one way to do it” After tha
Y didn't lke fto say I'd seen

140 ways of doing it, so I

usua.l_]y did it hgrs. ~

L

fJo, as Purdey, has a lot of
Di's qualities, - She’s . very .
straightforward and gives into *
the part, Come to think of it,
that girl spends most of her
time telling us all whai {0 do
—she’d make” & marvellous,
traffic warden.” L .

We'd reiched a blankin the
scréen and & gep in_ our
dialogue. Whatever did go
wrong with Linda Thorsen,

the, Joudly hailed - 20-year-old

whizz git] and No. 3 Avenger,
who acted as if she couldn't
avenge an attack from a
gnat ?: .

“ She was just too young at
20— you should see her now
she's” 30, seid Macnee, wWho .
always looks for the best in a
woman, if he has to go over
her wiﬁh a magnifying glass.
“Iinda was the miost highly
sexual- and exciting woman
T've ‘ever- known and, my
God, she’s broken some hearts.

“But she just wasn't ihe
liberated, Avenger type. Shp
went wmn% becguse she didx}’t
really want the upper hand.

Does Steed ever resent. his
partner's upper hand and
upper cut? " Not & bit,” he
beamed. “ It must be terribly
exciting to. be their victims.
A man quite lkes bheing
thrown on to the floor for a
change, you Know.” :

Will Macnee now go on until
Steed’s in a souped-up wheel-
chair?

*Don't mention transport—
the one thing I hate about
the pew series is trying to
get in and out -of those
damned Leyland cars they've

. clever to

and  my old

Bentley.

. “We are going on for
another
-that,

13 episodes. After
I suppose we'll just
keep on examining old Steed.
Pepple think I wis awfully
invent him, - you
know, but actually he was
born of utter despalr.

*My first week on The
Avengers, in '61, the producer
said, ‘Pab. you're bhasically
dull, youre fired.” I was wor-
dering that night what on
earth to do, when I started
thinking of my father, Dandy
Maenee—he was a horse
trainer—and.. the
dressed.

“ Thinking of him reminded
me of Leslie Howard in . The
Searlet’” - Pimpernel, Raggh-
Richardson, very  Smartly
dressed 'in some other film,
commanding
officer in the Navy.

RELIEF

“So I rolled them all into
one, bought a coat with an
astrakhan collar, and: turned
up next day at the studio
wearing that lot. They. said

looked ‘exactly like eight.
eenth century man', re-hired,

Ji'{_,le, and, I'm’ still here, doing -

giverr me instead of the old l

way. he.

~

“Of coirse, I'm not always .

sure what I'm doing,” he sald,
shtugging into a_casual thick-
knit cardigan, which must he

as much a relief, after Steed’s .

tight waisteoats, as taking off
your corsets. -

“I mean I've been Steed for
50 -long, and X know him so
well, T once reached a point
where I just couldn't seem to
see him any more.

“I was losing him. Then,
one night on telly, I saw
Benny Hill impersonating me.
He was on the phone, with all
hell obviously let loose on the
other end, saying all sorts of
calm and flippant things to
whoever was_ supposed to he
on the line having hysterics.

"1 thought, *my God, that’s
itg—témt's ‘the way to wplay

eed.’

" Bince then I've had no
worries. I just impersonate
Benny Hill” R




